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JUVENILE FIRE SAFETY SERVICES (JFSS) 

Northeast Parent & Child Society’s Juvenile Fire Safety Services Program (JFSS) in Rensselaer 
County provides services to children and families in their homes and in their communities in concert 
with our mission of protecting children, preserving families, and strengthening communities. JFSS 
services are voluntary and home-, office-, and community-based. Services are provided to families 
where a youth has engaged in unsanctioned fire-related behavior; where there is a suspicion that 
unsanctioned fire-related behavior has occurred/may occur; or where there is concern that the youth 
exhibits an elevated interest in fire. 

JFSS goals are to assist in detecting youth likely to be involved in unsanctioned fire-related behavior; to 
educate the youth about fire safety; to prevent the development of undetected fire-related behaviors; to 
interrupt dangerous behavioral patterns of using fire as a coping mechanism; and to replace 
dysfunctional patterns with healthy coping skills. 

There is no cost to families for JFSS services. 

AVAILABLE SERVICES 

Specific services offered by the two JFSS master’s level clinicians include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 

 Fire-setting preassessment screenings and comprehensive fire-setting risk assessments 

 Fire safety educational groups (10-week duration divided into latency-aged youth and adolescent 
groups) 

 In-home fire safety reviews 

 Family casework and case planning services 

 Specialized individual and family counseling services 

 Precise and detailed safety plan 

 Trauma-informed care, particularly through the Attachment, Self-Regulation and Competency 
(ARC) model 

 Skill building to reduce risk of fire-setting behavior, including anger management, stress 
management, problem-solving training, and coping skills 

 Supportive, concrete services (assistance with transportation, budgeting, housing and household 
management) 

 Educational presentations and consultation to staff of the referring agencies/departments, as well 
as to service providers and community organizations within Rensselaer County 

BENEFITS  

 One of few programs in New York state that provides specialized, intensive juvenile fire-safety 
services both within the home as well as a group setting 

 Intensive assistance with parent, child, and family issues within the family’s home 

 Improved opportunity for children to remain safely within their home, school, and community 

 Parents’ increased understanding of and better prepared to manage their child’s behaviors and 
emotional needs as they relate to their child’s unsanctioned fire-related behavior 

 Flexible scheduling to meet family needs and 24-hour on-call crisis support 
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Who can access services?  JFSS accepts all referrals from the Rensselaer County Department of 
Social Services as well as families and other community resources including Family Court, Department 
of Probation, Fire Departments, Police Departments, Office of Public Safety, and Mental Health. JFSS 
also provides fee- based comprehensive fire-setting risk assessments for youth who reside outside of 
Rensselaer County. 

How are services accessed?  Contact Erin Farrell, MS Ed., Erin.Farrell@nrfs.org, 518.477.9085, or 
Luz Cardona-Valencia, Luz.CardonaValencia@nrfs.org, 518.925.3350, for more information. 

When are services available?  Day and evening sessions Monday through Friday, as well as 24-
hour on-call crisis support. 


